


EQUIPMENT REVIEW

The Coincident
Super Eclipse Il Loudspeaker

Coincident Speaker Technology is a
Canadian company based in Ontario
and run by a gentleman who basks in
the name Isradl Blume. Isredl is one of
those guys that you come across from
time to time in this industry who could
not find the perfect loudspeaker to
meet his, clearly discerning, needs.
So, undaunted by the fact that some
of the greatest minds in hi-fi had

been unable to produce the perfect
loudspeaker, he decided to have a go
himsdf. Asthe Coincident website puts
it "Blume put his over twenty five years
of audio and music experience to work
to conceptualize a loudspeaker that
would reproduce music with no obvious
or distracting perversions." Now where's
the fun in that! After dl isn't thiswhole
audiophile thing a perversion; shouldn't
we just be listening to the music rather
than the kit?

But | digress, |Igrael wanted to
combine the best attributes of cones
and electrostatics and produced his
first speaker in 1993. The Concentric
monitor as it was dubbed had a
cabinet built out of MDF rings so
as to create high diffness and to
reduce internal standing waves.
This speaker, however, was
apparently aesthetically
challenged and expensive
to make not to mention
insufficiently sensitive for
SET amplifiers. But Israel
got hooked on the standing
wave thing and went to
greet lengths to come up
with a more practical
cabinet design that
minimised this
particular evil, a
process that resulted
in him patenting an
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asymmetrically walled enclosure design
that is claimed to eliminate the sonicaly
deleterious effects of
standing waves.
He also set about
creating cabinets that
were inherently resistant
to resonance by using tuning
rather than damping techniques.
This has been approached by
employing inch thick
MDF hardwood' with a
spline joint construction
technique and a CAD bracing
system. Coincident doesn't use
damping in its cabinets but raises
their resonant frequency to 350Hz,
which Isradl claims is nearly four times
that of most other cabinets (which
he puts at 80Hz). Cuiting through the
cregtive use of language you can take it
that the cabinets are iff and
heavy while the lack
of internal
damping
should keep
the sound nice
and lively
These are not
exactly novel
clams, although
closer examination
of the Super Eclipses
(including picking
them up) suggests that
Coincident have more
right to make them than
most. But what really hitsyou
when looking at the specs
for Coincident speakersis the
uncommonly high nature of the
impedances they present to your
amplifier. The Super Eclipse lll has a
nominal impedance of 14ohms which
when combined with its 92dB sensitivity

makes it, on paper a least, one of the
easiest |oads in the speaker world.
And thisis not even
the most sensitive
speaker in the
range, an
honour that
goes to the
marvellously
named Totd Victory
a model which combines
a 10ohm impedance with 97dB
sengtivity and that can be driven
by what Isragl rather aptly
describes as ‘'flea sized
amplifiers. Not that these
things are ever dl that smal!

These high impedances are
achieved by wiring the drive unitsin
series, an approach that necessitates
using the crossover to eliminate
potential phase problems at low
frequencies. Coincident even goes
so far asto say its network irons out
the dips and bumps in the impedance
modulus. The sengitivity is achieved
through judicious driver selection and
relatively large cabinet volumes.

The Coincident portfolio consists
of two ranges, the Eclipse series of
which thisisthe middle floorstander of
three (there is also an L/C/R surround
bookshelf model) and the UHS series
(ultra high sensitivity) where you will
find the nine driver Totd Victory 11 and
the remarkably compact Triumph
Signature. At present the latter range
is not available in the UK probably
because distributor Smon Mantle
doesn't fancy having to shift the TVII's
2001b bulk.

The Super Eclipse Ill is a pretty
substantial speaker itsdf, weighing in at
9%1bs (43.6kg) and standing 42inches
(1.06m) tal it features a mere five
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